
Dear Parents,

On behalf of the entire PTA, I would like to welcome back our returning families and greet the 
families who are new to Canyon Ridge.  Although it is hard to say good-bye to summer, it is 
exciting to begin a new school year.

Now that the dust has settled a bit from the back-to-school frenzy, the PTA is busy planning 
some of the programs to help your child excel.   The first program of the year is the Reflections 
program which offers students the opportunity to compete in the arts on a national level.  
Please encourage your child to participate.

We have over 1,000 students at Canyon Ridge and our goal is to have more PTA members than 
students.  If you havenÕt joined PTA yet this year, please do!  The cost is only $6 per person and 
we encourage both parents to join.  

The PTA sponsors  more than 25 unique programs, and many people donÕt realize that the PTA 
will spend more than $35 per child this year on programs that directly touch all students.  From 
trophies and awards for Bike Rodeo, Field Day, PVSA and Coyote Character Assemblies to 
monthly in-school field trips (aka First Fridays) to weekly spirit sticks given out to spirit winners, 
your child receives many benefits funded by PTA.   

Contrary to popular belief, PTA doesnÕt exist to fundraise.  We fundraise to support the great 
programs and services we provide in our school.   WeÕre proud of the fact that we can do so 
much with just two fundraisers:  Greenback and Howl n Prowl.     Until youÕve been at a school 
where the PTA asks the children to sell candles, cookie dough and magazines, you may not 
appreciate how wonderful it is that our PTA only asks for a one-time donation from each family 
and then works hard to produce a fun-filled, inexpensive carnival night with really great 
bargains in the Auction Hall.    Thank you to all who have supported our Greenback 
fundraiserÉno donation is too small.

Lastly, we  would love your help.  We invite you to volunteer 
when able, even if it is just one day out of the entire school year.  We 
value our volunteers and we know your time is precious.  

Enhancing our childrenÕs education is our top priority.   We look 
forward to working with you to make their experiences at Canyon
Ridge even more meaningful.

Warmly,
Lisa deBonoPaula
PTA President, Canyon Ridge Elementary
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       Dear Coyote Parents,   

       Coyote Howls to all of you!  We are off to another great beginning. 
       Our Coyote staff and students are definitely into the routine of 
       backpacks, spirit shirts, homework and great learning.  Our students 
       have been learning about The Leader In Me and the 7 Habits. 
Students and teachers have opportunities to discuss the 7 Habits in their daily work at 
Canyon Ridge and many students are modeling these wonderful attributes.  We hope you 
will come to Pizza, Picasso and Potential Family Night (November 1st) to learn more about 
this.

 We truly appreciate all that our PTA and parent volunteers do for us.  We especially 
want to thank you for our recent staff appreciation lunch.  It was delicious.  We are very 
excited about all our dads that are donating “Just One Day” to volunteer at Canyon Ridge.  
Canyon Ridge was recently recognized for this program.

Our teachers and students have spent these first few weeks practicing fire drills and 
teachers are preparing students for additional drills that involve severe weather or 
situations that might involve a “lock down.”  These practice drills are required by the state. 

We had a fun First Friday Assembly with the Spurs Coyote. What a way to end the 
second week of school and begin the Labor Day Weekend.  We look forward to drumming 
with Drum Café on October 7, 2011. Students will be actively involved in using instruments 
and creating music. Our 3rd graders will be performing at the first PTA meeting of the 
year on October 4, 2011. 

Parent  teacher conferences will begin shortly and you child’s teacher will be contacting 
you to set a date and time. The district dates for early dismissal are scheduled on 
October 25, 26 & 27. We look forward to seeing you then. Again thanks for all you do to 
help your children be successful both in and out of school!

Sincerely,

Laura Huggins

A Note from
our Principal
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PTA Membership Update                                
                  --Angie Thompson, Membership Chair

Canyon Ridge PTA has 365 members to 
date, but we still  hope to increase our 
m e m b e r s h i p n u m b e r s 
significantly. It  is definitely 
not too late to sign up.  
Anyone who wishes to join 
can still turn in the 3-part 
registration form along with 
payment of dues to the PTA 
box in the office.  Become a 
member and have a voice!!!
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Lunchroom News                                      --Shell Alvarez & Julie Healy                         
Our Canyon Ridge Coyotes are Rockin & Rollin in the lunchroom with some of the new changes made this year! 
Come by and volunteer to see what's new in the cafe! Volunteers are needed daily from 10:30-12:00 when our 
younger coyotes are eating. Please email julie.healy@att.net to volunteer or find out more information. October will 
mark the beginning of the weekly Silver Plate Awards, where classes are recognized for working together and 
making good choices in the cafeteria. At the end of the nine-week period, the class with the most Silver Plate 
Awards will enjoy a special lunch with Mrs. Huggins & Mrs. Ancira! Please encourage your Coyote to use 
lunchroom skills which include: using a reasonable voice level, being responsible by cleaning up their own area, 
raising their hand and remaining seated during the lunch period.  Parents are welcome to eat with their child 
(ONLY), at the designated guest table in the cafeteria. Thank you to all our parents and volunteers for your efforts 
in the Cafeteria.

   I'd like to extend a HUGE "thank you" to all of the parents who have 
   volunteered to participate in Canyon Ridge's "Just One Day" campaign.   This   
   program is geared toward enlisting fathers, grandfathers and uncles to donate 
    time by volunteering at our school for one day.  And don't worry, if you can't 
      commit to a full day, we're happy to have you help out for an hour or two.  If 
you haven't had an opportunity to sign up yet, it's not too late. Please  contact Brad or Adrian 
Hicks for more information at brad.adrian@yahoo.com.  You can make a difference in our students' 
lives in just one day!

Thank
You!

Greenback
 --Sherri Morell, 2nd Vice President

Our Greenback trees filled up 
with flowers and leaves showing 

the community’s support of our PTA 
programs. It  was wonderful to see how 
many fami l ie s par t ic ipated in the 
Greenback fundraiser!      Stop by and take 
a look at the trees  located in the entryway 
of our school.  They will be on display until 
October 7th.     By collecting greenback 
donations, we hope to raise enough money 
to cover the costs of over 25 educational 
and fun-filled programs for your kids!  Thank 
you for your support. 
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Staff Appreciation 
Committee Update

--Janet Harrison, Staff Appreciation Chair

We are off to a great start showing our 
appreciation to our Canyon Ridge staff 
members! The Staff Appreciation committee 
enjoyed providing a welcome back breakfast 
for the staff in August and has been delivering 
sweet treats to our teachers and staff in 
recognition of their birthdays.
Upcoming events include:

Sept. 30 - Staff Luncheon catered by Taco 
Cabana

Oct. 20 - Staff Luncheon donated by Papa 
Murphy's Pizza

In November and December we have plans for 
a staff breakfast.  We will also be providing 
complimentary holiday gift wrapping for our 
staff on December 7th and 14th. This time-saver 
for our staff was a big hit last year, and is 
definitely a fun way to show our appreciation!  
Please e-mail Janet Harrison at 
brentandjanet@gmail.com if you would like to 
come wrap gifts with us or if you are 
interested in donating holiday wrapping paper, 
bows or ribbon!
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Special Parents of Special Kids is a support group 
that meets once a month and discusses topics 
pertinent to special education. It is for parents of 
children with disabilities, teachers and anyone else 
interested in learning more about special 
education. I really hope that parents will join us in 
these meetings! It is a great way to meet other 
parents, Canyon Ridge’s teachers & businesses in 
the community.  Our next meeting will be 

Thursday, October 13th at 6pm
 

in the Canyon Ridge library. Dinner will be served 
and child care is provided for free. If you plan on
attending please email Trudy Scott, PTA Special 
Education chair at info@royalteaprincessparties.com 
or call at 210-957-4205.

Trudy Scott, PTA Special Education Chair

Coming soon. . . 
 RED RIBBON WEEK

at Canyon Ridge 
OCTOBER 24TH - 28TH, 

2011
Watch for more details in the upcoming weeks!

Canyon Ridge PTA Presents:

A Glow in the Dark Family Fun Dance

Date: Friday, October 21st
Time: 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

K-­‐8th	
  $2	
  in	
  advance,	
  $5	
  at	
  the	
  door
(Parents	
  are	
  free!)

	
  
Join the Coyote family for a howlinÕ good time 
at our Þrst school dance!! Get the entire family 
moving to todayÕs top hits with San AntonioÕs top 
kidÕs D.J.! Admission includes a glow stick or 
glow in the dark necklace.  Please contact Brad 
or Adrian Hicks at brad.adrian@yahoo.com for 
more info.
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Box Tops News
Thank you, Coyotes, for collecting and submitting Box  Tops, 
Campbell’s and Tyson labels to  support our great school! We have 
already earned $862 this year!

I t ’s t ime to announce our summer co l lec t ion w inners ! 
CONGRATULATIONS….
Summer Super Star  – Ethan Hart, in Ms. Sylvester’s 1st grade, submitted 208 labels
Summer Class Champion  – Ms. Querry’s Kindergarten Class, submitted 496 labels

Let’s keep the momentum going! Clipping and submitting Box Tops, Tyson and Campbell’s labels is 
an easy way to earn money for Canyon Ridge. Labels can be found on brands like Cheerios, Nature  
Valley, Pillsbury, Betty Crocker, Progresso, Old El Paso, Juicy Juice, Yoplait, Goldfish, Fruit Roll Ups, 
Ziploc, Welch’s Jam/Jelly and Kleenex. 

Each week we will hold random prize drawings from all label submissions. Congratulations to the 
weekly winners through mid-September:

Ashley Hindmarsh – Ms. Andersen, 3rd grade
Luke Meeks – Ms. McNeely, 2nd grade
Katelyn Ling – Ms. Roy, 4th grade
James Wagoner – Ms. Querry, Kindergarten

Also, every student who submits at least 25 labels will earn a special Box Tops spirit stick!             
           
Be sure to include your child’s name, grade and teacher when submitting Box Tops or other labels. Deposit 
labels in the pink Box Tops container near front office. Only Box Tops with valid expiration date are eligible 
towards prizes and school redemption. No expiration date on other labels. Email Christina King at 
ckings4@satx.rr.com with questions.
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Grandparent’s Day at the Ridge was 
spectacular!   Over 600 grandparents and students 
spent time together having a morning snack and 
enjoying fun activities.  The students were so excited 
to have their grandparents come visit their school.  
Our grandparents were also excited, as they got to 
see where their grandchildren spend so much of 
their time learning and growing.  We can’t wait to do 
it again next year!

--Adrian Hicks, Hospitality chair

mailto:ckings4@satx.rr.com
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What are First Fridays?  If you are a new parent or 
student, you may be wondering what First Fridays 
are and why they rock.  Throughout the 2011-2012 
school year, the PTA will  host six events for our 
students on the First Friday of the month in Sept-
ember, Oct., Jan.,  Feb., Mar.,  and April.   After 
hours of research and planning, we schedule 
programs that will expose our children to the arts 
through dance, music, visual arts, and drama.  It is 
our goal to bring the artists, actors, and musicians 
to our school.  Think of it as a field trip where the 
children donÕt even have to leave the campus.  

To kick off this yearÕs season of First Fridays, we held 
our annual Coyote Spirit Pep Rally  on September 
2nd  in the amphitheater.  The amphitheaterÕs out-
door location was the perfect spot for our coyotes 
to cheer and celebrate our new school year
where we reminded the students that “Great Happens Here!”  As a part of our celebration, the 
students were treated to our special guest, the San Antonio Spurs’ Coyote.   

The CoyoteÕs visit has been an annual tradition and it is a fun way to start off our school year and First 
Friday events.  This year we are working on bringing back some student favorites, like the Drum CafŽ on 
October 7.  Please visit our PTA website for more First Friday events and remember to ask your student, 
ÒDid First Friday Rock?Ó
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  First Fridays Rock at Canyon Ridge   
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Canyon Ridge Principal, Laura Huggins greets the Spurs’ Coyote

Treasurer’s Report                                 --Kim Swider, Treasurer

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   From August 1 through September 15, our receipts totaled $30,324.60.  
      Sources for receipts included:  Greenback, Membership dues, Directory add 
      sales, Spirit income, Directory sales.  During that same time, our expenses 
      totaled $23,324.86.  This included:  First Friday Programs, Spirit costs, 
      Hospitality expenses for Grandparents day,and staff appreciation.  Using the 
      Gift to School carryover from last year,  to date, we’ve purchased:  Pipe and 
Drape for $960.68, Math Links Supplies for $616, Music Express Magazine for the music program.  $3,376 remains to be 
spent for the gym, music and art programs.

As	
  of	
  September	
  15,	
  we	
  have	
  $28,971.09	
  available	
  for	
  student	
  programs.	
  	
  While	
  that	
  	
  may	
  
seem	
  like	
  a	
  high	
  balance,	
  that	
  amount	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  see	
  us	
  through	
  Howlin’	
  and	
  Prowlin’	
  
and	
  pay	
  for	
  the	
  First	
  Fridays,	
  School	
  programs	
  (Rodeo,	
  Fiesta,	
  Cultures),	
  field	
  trips,	
  
author	
  visits	
  and	
  the	
  myriad	
  of	
  other	
  programs	
  (Red	
  Ribbon	
  Week,	
  Staff	
  AppreciaOon,	
  
Bike	
  Rodeo,	
  fiQh	
  grade	
  party	
  etc.)	
  that	
  we	
  plan	
  to	
  deliver	
  throughout	
  the	
  year.	
  	
  

Activity 8-1-2011 through September 15, 2011
Beginning Balance (8-1-2010): $21,754.35
Receipts:   $30,324.60
Expenses:   $23,324.86
Ending Balance (9-15-2011) $28,754.09



 Coyote Spirit                                                    --Jorja Howell, Spirit Chair

  Wow!! It has been a great year so far for Coyote Spirit!! As some of you may know, 
we sold out of youth extra small and small spirit shirts (twice!), and we are now 

sold out of youth mediums.! Unfortunately, we will not be placing another order for 
this year's spirit shirt.! We do have plenty of youth large, extra large and adult 
sizes still available.! We have lanyards available for $5 in this year's design, but 
we are sold out of the Spirit Stick key fobs that were available with the special 

spirit package.! Last year's spirit shirt is still available for $5 in youth extra small, 
small and some adult sizes.! Remember that any Canyon Ridge shirt will count for 

the Friday Spirit Shirt class tally.! Watch for information coming home soon about long 
sleeve shirt orders.! These shirts will be prepaid, so you will be guaranteed the size you select.! This 
will be a great opportunity for those who missed out on the smaller youth sizes.

The patches from our Þrst Design-A-Patch contest are a big hit!! You can view them in the display 
case in the front foyer, along with this year's new patches and insulated cup with the "Be the Change" 
print sealed inside.! Be sure to get yours before we sell out of these items too!! To purchase these 
great items as well as spirit shirts, lanyards and other fun patches, please visit our Spirit Store located 
outside the cafeteria on the Þrst Friday of each month before school, between 7:15 and 7:40,! or visit 
the Spirit Store online on the Canyon Ridge PTA website at www.canyonridgepta.com.

September’s Spirit Winners:

Sept. 2
K- D'Amico
1 - Sylvester
2 - Davies 100%
3 - Rodriguez
4 - Westhoefer
5 - Davis 100%
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Sept. 9
K - Cantu
1 - Venegas
2 - Tennis
3 - Williams
4 - Greenwood
5 - Davis
Ready, Set, Go - 100%

Sept. 16
K - Cantu 100%
1 - Vengas 100%
2 - Shirley
3 - Anderson 100%
4 - Lampe
5 - Davis 100%

Sept. 23
K - Cantu
1 - Vengas & Burdwell tied
2 - Davies 100%
3 - Rodriguez
4- Greenwood
5 - Davis 100%

 NEISD Health Fair
Oct. 15th, 9:00 a.m.-Noon

at Blossom Athletic Center, 12002 Jones Maltsberger Road
This event is free and open to the NEISD community  to provide valuable 
information on many  health-related issues, such as heart health, nutrition, 
health care, diabetes education, dental care, asthma management, sleep 
apnea, cancer awareness plus many  more.  Free health screenings will 
be offered, including Body  Mass Index, vision/glaucoma checks, body  fat 
percentage and glucose. Flu shots will also be available by H-E-B for $27.

Children’s activities will also include a rock-climbing wall and moon 
bounce.

http://www.canyonridgepta.com/
http://www.canyonridgepta.com/


2011-12 Reflections Program
Calling all Creative Students!  

Submit your entry by 8:00 a.m., Friday, Oct. 21, 2011

The Reflections program is a National PTA art program that gives students the 
opportunity to experiment in the fields of photography, literature, music, film production, 
dance choreography and film/video production.  This year’s Texas PTA Reflections 
Program is about to begin . . . . the theme is:

Diversity means. . . 
Reflect on the theme!  Create an original work!  Be recognized!

Categories for entry are:  
 Dance Choreography . . .Up to 3 dancers can move to your tune!
 Film Production . . . Write a play, produce a movie!
 Literature . . . Create a story!
 Musical composition . . . Compose a song!
 Photography . . . Create a photo collage or capture a photograph.
 Visual Arts . . . Draw, paint or create a picture!

Detailed instructions are available with the official entry forms which are available online at 
www.texaspta.org/programs/reflections.    Please note:  If your film, photograph or dance 
includes the likeness of another student under 18 years of age, you must submit a consent 
form.    Please submit your work to your classroom teacher by Friday, Oct. 21.   Questions?  
Contact Helen Toms at helen.donaghadee@hotmail.com
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Mark Your Calendar. . . 

Oct  4:   PTA Meeting/3rd Grade Performs
Oct 5 & 6:  Individual Picture Days
Oct  7:   First Friday Drum Cafe Performance
Oct  8:   Canyon Ridge Night at the Rampage
Oct 10:   Columbus Day Holiday No School
Oct 15:   NEISD Health Fair
Oct 21:   PTA Family Fun Dance
       College Shirt Day
    Reflections Entries Due
Oct 24:   End of First Nine weeks
Oct 25-27:  Early Dismissal for Conferences
Oct 28:   Report Cards go home
Nov  1:   Pizza, Picasso & Potential Night

PTA Life Membership Award
--Rebecca Kraus, Lifetime Membership Chair

An Honorary Texas Life Membership is the highest honor bestowed on an individual by the 
Texas PTA for outstanding contributions to the well being of children and youth.  If you know 
someone who:

¥has gone the Òextra mileÓ for our children.
¥ is a valuable volunteer.
¥ is an exceptional teacher. 
¥ is an outstanding staff member.

Please consider nominating this individual for this very special award.  They could be a parent, 
faculty, staff or community member.  It is not necessary that this person be a member of the 
Canyon Ridge PTA.

You can e-mail your nomination to Rebecca Kraus at kraus4@satx.rr.com.  You may also hand 
write your nomineeÕs information and return it to school in a sealed envelope. Make sure to 
address it to PTA Life Membership Nomination.  Please name the person you are nominating 
and include a summary of why you believe this person should receive this award.   Thank you 
for taking the time to nominate someone special.

The Deadline for the nomination submission is October 18, 2011.  Awards will be announced 
at our General PTA meeting in December

mailto:kraus4@satx.rr.com
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